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candidate for President would on the next fourth of March 'apply his boot
to "Old Abe's posterior" and lack him out of the Presidential chair*. Ill and
out of the convention, free and unharmed and not even threatened, went
one delegate who complained of die right of free speech Irracr gone, while
lie was reported in the Chicjgj Times as cryhg out on die convention floor
against 'the infamous orders of the gorilla tyrant triat usurped the Presidential
chair", and terming Lincoln a despot, a looter, and worse than a hor-rc thief,
Vallandigham helped shape die platform amid cheers from his following,
A peace man of shaded sincerity, Clement L Vallandighaui of Dayton, Ohio,
had trie country's eye. He had been schoolteacher, lawyer, Sate legislator
and was known as an extreme pro-slavery man. Tall, bearded, sonorous, lie
was; Ms self-righteousness gave him a persoaia] exa] cation; he was chosen to
be the vocal instrument of absolute justice. As a delegate lie was a presence.
He had been places. Echoes of Ms jail term and banislimciit, echoes of die
New York draft and race riots, open resistance to the Gov/rnment, were
heard. One New York delegate, John J. Van Alcn, early intii".,ucd dut he
and others would not accept the nomination of Genera! George Brinton
McCIellan for President, nor any candidate Svith the smell of war on his
garments*.
These anti-McCleflan peace men were given a free hand in writing tlie
platform, with its peace planks. This element, however, had tome to tlie
convention with plenty of ideas they were wild about yet no candidate
anybody was wild about:. The McCIellan forces had organization, enthusi-
asm, money. On the final showdown McCIellan had 202-f votes against
little Biore than one-tenth of that number for one T. H, Seymour of Con-
necticut. Vallandigham amid cheers moved that the nomination of McCIellan
be made unanimous, which was dome with further cheers. Senator George H,
PendletoH of Ohio, on Ms record entirely satisfactory to the peace men, was
named for Vice-President
The fierce fall campaign began, speeches, tub-thumping, torchlight pro-
cessions, pamphlets and leaflets flung loose as flights of wild geese on the
autumn sky. In the beginning McClellan looked sure to win. Lincoln in
August had in a written secret memorandum admitted almost certain defeat
for himself and the National Union party loomed in the November election
of'64. Then came a letter of John C. Fremont, at tlie head of a third! party
of anti-slavery radicals who had nominated him for President, resigning and9
not without some grumblings^ giving his support to Lincoln. Then vanished
a secret movement in Lincoln's own party to replace Mm with some other
man as candidate for President. Then McCIellan gave out a letter saying he
couldn't stand for the peace platform he was nominated on, that if he did
he 'could apt look in tie face my gallant comrades of the army and navy*.